
 

Students from all three     

middle schools are getting an 

introduction to Shakespeare 

they will never forget by   

taking part in an after-school 

enrichment project with the 

New Jersey Shakespeare  

Theater. Students meet for 

three weeks at their middle 

school with NJ Shakespeare’s 

Education Director Brian 

Crowe. Focusing first on the 

language of Shakespeare, 

students are introduced to 

physical story-telling, body 

flex exercises, projection and 

vocal exercises, breaking a 

long speech into smaller parts 

and stressing power words, 

and putting it all together in 

performance. Students also 

get a history lesson by      

studying one of               

Shakespeare's great history 

plays, Henry V. At the end of 

each workshop, families and 

friends are invited to attend a 

short performance,         

showcasing the students’ 

new Shakespeare skills. 

Eric LeGrand brought an inspiring message to       

Knollwood students on Fridays, November 13. In a 

school-wide assembly, Eric told his story to the stu-

dents, from his injury to today, and how he never 

gives up and always believes. He answered students’ 

questions and urged them to do their best. Knowing 

Eric’s love for brand “Jordan”  sneakers, and with 

help from Knollwood Mom and artist, Stephanie  

Robbins, Ms. Parker and Mr. Abraham  presented 

Eric with  a gift from  Knollwood students — a      

hand-painted pair of size 13 Jordan Retro 1s ,                                                                                   

unlike any other. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS LEARN SHAKESPEARE 

November 19, 2015 Volume 1 Issue 3 

 

FAQ’s 

Each month we’ll highlight  a 

frequently asked question. A 

complete list of FAQs is on the 

district website under “Quick 

Links.” 

How can I pay for my child’s 

school meals?  

MealTime Online is the food 

service payment                

management system that 

allows students to purchase 

breakfast and lunch without 

having to handle cash.  

Parents/guardians can      

deposit funds into their 

child’s account online with a 

credit card, or by sending a 

check to their child’s school 

cafeteria. Parents/ guardians 

can access their child’s      

account balance, transaction 

activity and deposit history 

online. To register with the 

MealTime Online system, visit 

www.mymealtime.com. 

 Meal Prices                          

        Breakfast  Lunch                  

Elementary      $1.75      $2.75 

Middle School  $2.00     $3.00 

High School      $2.25      $3.25  

Conackamack students take the stage in a speech from Shakespeare’s Henry V 
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ERIC LEGRAND INSPIRES KNOLLWOOD 

Eric LeGrand and his mom, Karen, 

check out his new, one-of-a-kind  

Jordan Retro 1s 



Every Wednesday, from 8:20 a.m. to 9 a.m., Knollwood students,  
parents and teachers take to the gym for Cardio Club. Led by Assis-
tant Principal Harold Abraham, Cardio Club gets participants moving 
and prepares students for a successful academic day. The Home Trib-
une Newspaper says, “The Cardio Club zeroes in on current trends in 
fitness, health and wellness, building cardiovascular endurance, 
strength and flexibility. Boot camp type activities such as flipping 
tires,  vertical leap testing, burpees and various plyometric exercises 
have transformed the lives of students and parents who participate 
every week.” Katie Rydzy, parent of a kindergartener and a pre-
schooler, attend with her kids every week.  “We love exercising as a 
family, and my three-year-old loves being with the big kids.” 

Measured in fun, Arbor students won the big volleyball         
showdown between the fourth and fifth grade teachers held on 
October 28. A packed house of students and parents cheered as 
the fifth grade teachers bumped, blocked, spiked and attacked 
their way to victory. The event raised money for PTO funding 
for field trips, field day, special items for fifth grade students, 
extra recess items, and more. Principal Janelle Williams hopes 
to make this rousing competition an annual event.   

KNOLLWOOD CARDIO CLUB GETS KIDS AND PARENTS MOVING 

ARBOR TEACHERS MEET IN VOLLEYBALL COMPETITION 

Volume 1 Issue 3 Page 2 

More than 75 students, parents and teachers participate 

in Knollwood’s Cardio Club every week. 

SCHOR SIXTH GRADERS SCORE  

T. Schor sixth graders entered the  Oct. 16 - Oct. 22 Sumdog          
Middlesex County Math Contest, an online resource for local 
academic competitions. Reyaz Khan won first place answering 
912 out of 1000 questions correctly at an average speed of 
5.1 seconds per question. Shannen Justiniani won third place 
and answered 903 out of 1000 questions correctly at an 
average speed of 3.2 seconds per question. Congratulations 
to these students, and to all our students who keep up the 
hard work and determination.  We are proud of you! 

Principal 

Hueston with 

Shannen and 

Reyaz, and 

their 

teacher, 

Mary Ann 

Williams. 

SAIL STUDENTS MAKE BLANKETS  

S.A.I.L. (Students Achieving 
Independent life Skills)         
students contribute to the 
community by making “No-
Sew” blankets for needy 
senior citizens in Piscataway,          
Middlesex and Dunellen. Each 
student makes one  blanket, a 
simple throw tied together 
with knots, during  Community 
Based  Instruction time. The 
students will travel to the    
senior center and deliver the 
blankets just in time for the 
holidays. Special thanks to 
these students for making the 
holidays brighter and  warmer 
for our seniors! 

Angel Ramos creates a     

No-Sew Blanket. 

Principal Williams’ Fifth Grade Team won the game over 

Assistant Principal Patterson’s Fourth Grade team 



While students from across the district celebrated Halloween with   
costumes and candy, members of the PHS AFJROTC served their 
schools and community, assisting at the Senior Center Halloween Party,  
at the King School Fall Festival, and at the PHS Haunted High event. 
Additional October events for the cadets included presenting the colors 
at the Homecoming football game, attending an Air Force Cadet       
assembly, practicing their cyber security skills at a Cyber  Patriot     
Practice Round, and taking the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery, a test that can be used for entrance to the military. We’re very 
proud of our cadets! 

Grandview Third Graders 
participated in the inaugu-
ral Grandview Jeopardy       
Competition on Tuesday, 
November 10. Students  
selected  questions from 
categories including Space, 
Plants Matter, Government,    
Geography, and Grab Bag 
and answered questions 
such as: What two forms of 
matter take the place of the 
object they are placed in? 
(Liquid and gas.) What 
three countries make up 

North America? (US, Mexico, Canada.) What part of the plant          
produces fruit? (The flower.) The board included a Daily Dou-
ble and a Final Jeopardy Question where teams could wager 
their winnings. Congratulations to Gabriele, Nidhi and Param, 
who  won the competition. 

AFJROTC TESTS SKILLS, PRESENTS COLORS, SERVES COMMUNITY 

JEOPARDY GRANDVIEW STYLE 

PHS BAND STUDENTS ATTEND MASTER CLASS WITH TROMBONIST 
WESTIN SPROTT 

PHS Band Students sat in rapt attention in a master class taught 
by Westin Sprott, trombonist with the Metropolitan Opera. After 
first performing for the students, Sprott relayed his musical    
journey, from a lower chair in a Texas high school, to the Curtis 
Institute of Music in Philadelphia, and on to the Metropolitan 
Opera and becoming a teacher himself, maintaining teaching  
studios at Rutgers, the New School and Bard College. Sprott told 
the students he didn’t believe in natural talent, but did believe in 
hard work and enthusiasm. He next listened to the students play, 
and offered breathing techniques, posture tips, and lessons in 
music dynamics. 
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Trombonist Westin Sprott listens while Dr. Christopher Sumner conducts the Wind Ensemble. 

STATE TAPS MELISSA VOIGHT  
The NJ Department of Education invited Supervisor of  Response 
to Intervention Melissa Voight to help develop guidelines to 
improve student achievement through models of Response to 
Intervention (RTI) and Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS). 
The Division of Learning Supports and Specialized Services is 

leading this initiative and will 
create a continuum of support, 
with screening and progress 
monitoring that addresses the 
needs of all students. The 
Committee will provide input for 
NJTSS implementation and a 
framework for school and district 
level professional development. 

PHS AFJROTC volunteers at the King Fall Festival. 

Supervisor of Response  

to Intervention  

Melissa Voight 



with unique learning opportunities, arts and 
STEM partnerships. Using multiple measures 
to identify students, including district and 
state assessments and the Renzulli Scale, the 
district ensures equal opportunity for LEAP 
program placement. Today, LEAP   students 
include those who speak one of 12 different 
languages as a primary language. More than 
20% of students enrolled in LEAP qualify for 
free-reduced lunch. Many more students from 
this economic group are enrolled in arts     
enrichment. 

The NJSBA (New Jersey School Board Association) 
awarded Piscataway’s LEAP Program an Honorable 
Mention in their 2015 School Leader Award.    
Nominations were judged based on their level of 
innovation, how well they meet the specific needs 
of students, the relationship of the program to the 
state’s curriculum standards, and program results.  
Only two other programs throughout the state 
were honored.  

LEAP is an inclusive gifted and talented program 
that seeks to serve underrepresented students 

NJSBA RECOGNIZES PISCATAWAY’S LEAP                               

(LOCAL ENRICHED ACADEMIC/ARTS) PROGRAM 

Honorable 

Mention 

On Saturday, October 10, Martin Luther King School 
held its third annual family Colorfest Run/Walk 
fundraiser.  The 250 participants showed up to the 
school bright and early wearing white. By the end of 
the 1.5 mile race, those white clothes were fully 
decorated with color!  MLK staff members had a 
great time dousing the students and their families 
with color all for a good cause. Congratulations to 
the winners, Nick Percarpio, Dylan Johnson, William 
Thomas, and Meglena Mileva. All the money raised 
will go directly towards the school.  It was a great 
time for our MLK families! 

MLK COLORFEST A BIG SUCCESS 

VERIZON GRANT FUNDS T. 

SCHOR COMPUTER SCIENCE 

PROGRAM FOR GIRLS 

Teacher Brittany Perry and Principal Richard Hueston are 
grateful for the Verizon grant that connects women 
computer science majors from Rutgers with girls attending 
Schor. 

Quibbletown Math Teacher, 
Kyle  Gurkovich has published 
his first novel. Unsung Heroes 
is an epic fantasy about a 
secret war fought between 
good and evil for the control 
of the God Stones.  As the 
followers of the evil gods fight 
for power, the fate of the 
stones lies in the hands of 
Cathal, a young man from 
tenth-century Ireland. Gifted 
a time-traveling bracelet, 
Cathal visits tumultuous 
historic events spanning 
hundreds of years, from the 

Mongolian Horde to Nazi Germany. Unsung Heroes is available 
at Amazon.com. 

QUIBBLETOWN’S KYLE 

GURKOVICH PUBLISHES 

UNSUNG HEROES 


